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Logline: 

Robbed of her parents by influenza, Saida 
is forced to flee her home by white settlers 
intent on eradicating the area of "half 
breeds." Lost between two worlds, Saida 
discovers her own strength and value even 
as she searches for her remaining family - 
both Sioux and French - and a place to call 
home. But when she discovers her long-
lost grandmother, will she truly find the 
sense of belonging she is seeking in the 
brand-new world of high French society? 
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Synopsis: 
A young girl living in the vast forests of Wisconsin in the 1850’s, Saida loses both her 
Native American mother and French father to influenza.  As an only child she is left to 
fend for herself in a hostile environment as she is rejected by the local Ojibwe tribe due 
to her Sioux heritage, while the white population shuns her as an unwelcome half-breed. 
 
Taking advantage of her isolation, a rough group of men ransack Saida’s small cabin. 
She manages to escape through the bedroom window clothed only in her night dress.  
Wandering alone in the November cold afraid to seek shelter from anyone, Saida uses 
all the skills her mother taught her in how to survive in the wilderness; but with the 
oncoming winter she resorts to stealing from a local white family. 
 
Enraged by the thievery, the community organizes a man-hunt to find the thief.  Saida 
flees as the first snows of winter fall.  She is tracked and found, huddled by a sputtering 
fire, suffering from frost bite. After Saida endures an uncomfortable interview to account 
for her actions, the family from which she stole hesitantly decides to help her find her 
family. 
 
Since the Sioux tribe had moved west many years before, Saida’s mother’s relatives are 
untraceable.  Seeking Saida’s French family is a mysterious obstacle as Saida’s father 
had refused to speak about them. Yet in a freak discovery, they find a lead. 
 

The story moves to its conclusion with Saida discovering her grandmother.  However, 
Saida is unprepared for the massive change in her life that occurs when she arrives in 
Ontario at her grandmother’s home.  Saida had not realized that her grandmother was a 
woman of substantial means.  The transition from being a shunned outcast living in the 
wilderness to the high culture of French life is welcome, but difficult.  Saida’s 
grandmother compensates for Saida’s struggles by an innovative and unusual solution.
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Producer's Statement: 
 

The rich history of rural northwest 
Wisconsin is inspiring.  The tribes of Native 
Americans that lived here as well as the 
French who came in fostered the desire to 
tell this story.  Although fictional, the tale of 
Saida Chatlier is rooted in the culture of 
both these worlds. 
 
Saida’s story is encouraging and moving.  
The beautiful landscapes as well as the 
cultured locations set this period piece 
apart, immersing the audience in a world 
gone by but with applications that are fresh 
for today.
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Key Characters: 

Saida Chatlier: A determined, yet hurting, half Sioux, half 
French young girl bereft of her parents and forced from 
her home to live in the Wisconsin woods.  Burdened with 
the prejudice against her due to her heritage, she has to 
make difficult decisions on how to survive. 

 
Uriah Stone: A compassionate young man who hurts when 
the least of creatures is injured.  When he encounters 
Saida, he is immediately protective of her.  In his desire to 
help her, his feelings towards Saida move from simply 
kindheartedness to love. 
 
Edna Mae Thompson: In her fifties, Edna Mae moves from 
her East Coast home to marry her school sweetheart, 
Andrew Thompson.  She assists Saida in finding her family.  
Her support in the absence of Saida’s deceased mother 
brings Saida some consolation. 
 
Amélie Chatlier: Saida’s wealthy French grandmother who 
did not know of Saida’s existence until an un-looked-for letter 
arrived.  Amélie is a strong woman but only made that way 
through the griefs that she has endured.  Her personality is 
forbidding, but once her exterior is breached, her wisdom and 
grace bring rich comfort. 
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Theme and Tone: 

Saida Chatlier is an 8-part period drama 
miniseries. It is, on its surface, a coming-
of-age story about an orphaned girl’s search 
for her family. However, underlying this is 
the question of how parentage and the 
color of our skin affects the way we are 
treated as well as who we feel we can trust 
in times of need.  

 

This miniseries, transcends the 
stereotypes of race as equality and the 
intrinsic value of each person is 
celebrated. We all are one race, just with 
many faces.     
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Visual Style & Feel 

4K cinematic cameras will be used as well as a full range of lighting and audio 
equipment to ensure a high production quality. Shot in a style reminiscent of The 
English Game and Downton Abbey, the splendor of the Wisconsin woods and 
waters will set the tone for naturalistic vibrancy.  
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Locations: 

Much of the filming will take place 
in the Northwoods of Wisconsin, 
the actual setting for the story. 
These woods are still pristine and 
capture the beauty of the untamed 
1850s frontier.   

 

The interiors will be captured at 
historically preserved log cabins 
as well as a grand manor house 
and estate. These w i l l  give 
immediate authenticity to the 
setting and film. 
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Music Choice: 

Working with the Ojibwe 
Nation in Wisconsin our 
composer will create a musical 
backdrop that blends Native 
sounds with classical, laying 
down an authentic soundscape 
that captures the diversity of 
the region's people and music.  
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Filmmaker Bio: 

Karen R. Hurd of Scene & Hurd 
Productions is the writer and producer of 
the "The Lumber Baron" (Indican 
Pictures/Lionsgate), and several short 
films. In addition to writing and producing 
films, Karen is a local historian, fiction 
writer, biochemist and nutritionist, and is 
currently completing a Masters in Public 
Health at George Washington University.  
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Contact: 

Karen R. Hurd 

Scene & Hurd Productions 

karen@karenhurd.com  

(715) 577-4860 

www.sceneandhurd.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The photos in this book are the work of  
Jamey Guy Photography 
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