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Logline: 

Robbed of her parents by influenza, Saida 
is forced to flee her home by white settlers 
intent on eradicating the area of "half 
breeds." Lost between two worlds, Saida 
discovers her own strength and value even 
as she searches for her remaining family - 
both Sioux and French - and a place to call 
home. But when she discovers her long-
lost grandmother, will she truly find the 
sense of belonging she is seeking in the 
brand-new world of high French society? 
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Synopsis: 
A young �J�L�U�O���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�D�V�W���I�R�U�H�V�W�V���R�I���:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�����������¶�V, Saida loses both her 
Native American mother and French father to influenza.  As an only child she is left to 
fend for herself in a hostile environment as she is rejected by the local Ojibwe tribe due 
to her Sioux heritage, while the white population shuns her as an unwelcome half-breed. 
 
�7�D�N�L�Q�J���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���K�H�U���L�V�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����D���U�R�X�J�K���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���P�H�Q���U�D�Q�V�D�F�N���6�D�L�G�D�¶�V���V�P�D�O�O���F�D�E�L�Q����
She manages to escape through the bedroom window clothed only in her night dress.  
Wandering alone in the November cold afraid to seek shelter from anyone, Saida uses 
all the skills her mother taught her in how to survive in the wilderness; but with the 
oncoming winter she resorts to stealing from a local white family. 
 
Enraged by the thievery, the community organizes a man-hunt to find the thief.  Saida 
flees as the first snows of winter fall.  She is tracked and found, huddled by a sputtering 
fire, suffering from frost bite. After Saida endures an uncomfortable interview to account 
for her actions, the family from which she stole hesitantly decides to help her find her 
family. 
 
�6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���6�L�R�X�[���W�U�L�E�H���K�D�G���P�R�Y�H�G���Z�H�V�W���P�D�Q�\���\�H�D�U�V���E�H�I�R�U�H�����6�D�L�G�D�¶�V���P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�U�H��
�X�Q�W�U�D�F�H�D�E�O�H�������6�H�H�N�L�Q�J���6�D�L�G�D�¶�V���)�U�H�Q�F�K���I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V���D���P�\�V�W�H�U�L�R�X�V���R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H���D�V���6�D�L�G�D�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U��
had refused to speak about them. Yet in a freak discovery, they find a lead. 
 

The story moves to its conclusion with Saida discovering her grandmother.  However, 
Saida is unprepared for the massive change in her life that occurs when she arrives in 
�2�Q�W�D�U�L�R���D�W���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���K�R�P�H�������6�D�L�G�D���K�D�G���Q�R�W���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H�U���J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���D��
woman of substantial means.  The transition from being a shunned outcast living in the 
wilderness to the high culture of French life is welcome, �E�X�W���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�������6�D�L�G�D�¶�V��
�J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���6�D�L�G�D�¶�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�V���E�\���D�Q���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���X�Q�X�V�X�D�O���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q��
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